XVI.
THE  COINAGE  OF ASSAM.

(See Plates XXIIL-XXV.)

THE Ahom kingdom was founded in the middle of the
thirteenth century, but it was not till the sixteenth
century that the Ahom kings issued coins. Previous to
the reign of Suklenmung (1539-52), their currency
appears to have been the rupee of the Sultans of Bengal,
of which many finds have been made in Assam.

Suklenmung was the first Ahom ruler to strike coins.
The standard of about 176 grains was apparently borrowed
from the India rupee; in other features his coins are
characteristically Assamese. They are octagonal in shape,
in conformity to a tradition that the Ahom country was
octagonal. They bear legends in the Ahom language
and script, and a date equivalent to 1544 A.B. On
the obverse is the name of the king and the date,
and on the reverse the devotional legend, " I, the king,
worship Tara" (ParvatI). [PI XXIII 1.] Since his day
there has been little change in this type, except in the
name of the deity or deities specially reverenced by the
king. His coins, which are of gold and silver, are still
fairly common in silver. Though Suklenmung intro-
duced the use of the Saka era into his kingdom, he dated
his coins by the Jovian cycle of sixty years, which had
hitherto been used in Assam.